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Hoover's coverage by Peter Partheymuller

Overview

Ashland is built on chemicals and cars, just not the roads those cars drive on. The Chemicals
unit consists of two subsidiaries: Ashland Distribution, which buys chemicals and plastics

and then blends and repackages them for distribution in Europe and North America,

and Ashland Specialty Chemical, which makes specialty resins and polymers, adhesives, and
chemicals for water treatment. The company's Valvoline unit operates an oil-change chain
(more than 600 outlets) and markets Valvoline motor oil and Zerex antifreeze. Ashland sold
construction unit Ashland Paving And Construction (APAC) in 2006 to Oldcastle Materials for
$1.3 billion. APAC supplies highway materials, builds bridges, and paves streets.

Sample Overview & History

Key Numbers

Key financials for Ashland Inc. (NYSE: ASH)

Company Type Public (NYSE: ASH)
Fiscal Year-End September

2005 Sales (mil.) $9,860.0

1-Year Sales Growth 12.3%

2005 Net Income (mil.) $2,004.0

1-Year Net Income Growth 430.2%

2005 Employees 20,900

1-Year Employee Growth (1.4%)
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Get more Key Numbers

TIP: Want to stay abreast of the latest in IPO news? Sign up for Hoover's IPO Update
newsletter and start receiving exclusive Hoover's content delivered straight to your inbox. Each
newsletter is delivered weekly to help you stay ahead of the competition.

Key People

Key people and executives for Ashland Inc. (NYSE: ASH)

Chairman and CEO James J. (Jim) O'Brien Jr.
(Subscribers see complete
biographies -- view

sample)
SVP and CFO J. Marvin Quin
SVP; President and COO, Gary A. Cappeline

Chemical Sector; President,
Ashland Specialty Chemical

Sample more Key People

TIP: Use Build Executive List to target decision makers by industry, geography, sales, net income,
and number of employees.

Top Competitors
Top competitors of Ashland Inc. (NYSE: ASH)

Arkema

Brenntag North America

Hexion

There are 15 competitors for Ashland; see more.

TIP: Analyze the Competitive Landscape to view a head-to-head comparison of a firm's
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profitability, operations, growth, and valuation versus that of its top three competitors.

Industry Information
Primary and secondary industries for Ashland Inc. (NYSE: ASH)

Chemicals
Chemical Distribution (primary)

Basic and Intermediate Chemical & Petrochemical Manufacturing

Plastic & Fiber Manufacturing

Specialty Chemical Manufacturing

View More Industry Information

Page 3 of 4

TIP: See what companies are creating the biggest impact each week with Hoover's Hottest Companies

newsletter. Sign up now and start receiving exclusive Hoover's content delivered straight to your
inbox. Each newsletter is delivered weekly to help you stay ahead of the competition.

Industry Watch

Industry analysis videos for the industries of Ashland Inc. (NYSE: ASH)

BB&T Capital Markets Chemicals Analyst Frank Mitsch (6:01)
01/24/06 9:15ET - Mitsch discusses DuPont's earnings.

View more industry interviews

Subsidiaries/Affiliates Covered By Hoover's
Subsidiaries/affiliates of Ashland Inc. (NYSE: ASH)

Ashland Distribution

Ashland Specialty Chemical Company

The Valvoline Company

TIP: Use subsidiary and affiliate information to determine easy cross-sell and upsell opportunities
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within an organization or business line. Hoover's subscribers have full access to detailed Family
Tree information.

Rankings

See how Ashland Inc. (NYSE: ASH) ranks in standard industry listings such as Fortune 500, S&P 500,
and Dow Jones

#239 in FORTUNE 500
S&P 500

TIP: Hoover's subscribers have access to FORTUNE 500 and other rankings that make
targeted list building easy.
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